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which part of the fown is moft healthy. In a political view, fuch an account would furnifh the belt means of demonitrating the accuracy of a table of the probabili ties of life, formed from the regifter, and fupply uner ring data for calculating annuities, the value of reverlionary payments, and affurances on lives. Such an old town as Chelter, where the number of inhabitants has for many years fuffered little variation, and where the births and burials are nearly equal, is peculiarly well fitted to furnilh this important information. At the re quell of Dr. price, author of the very ingenious effays on annuities, 8ec. an improvement is made in the firft table, by continuing the divifion of lives into periods of five years, from 50 till 80, and from that age to the ex tremity of life, by marking exadlly the number dyiug in every year; becaufe for want of fuch a regifter, the law, according to which life waftes after 80, is at prefent almoft totally unknown, and the values of annui ties on ftngle and joint lives, incapable of being calcu lated with any tolerable exadtnefs, beyond 70 or 75. The following tables confirm the obfervation, that wo men live longer than men. Gf thole who have lived to above So, only 10 are males, and 17 females; the num ber of widowers this year is 17, of widows 44. The table of difeafes of different ages (N° 11.) confirms in ge neral the oblervations of laft year. It is evident that no epidemic viiited this place in 1773; not one died of the mealies, or miliary fever, and the 10 who funk under the ehinkcough had probably lingered under the difeafe fince fince the former year, towards the end of which it eeafed to be epidemic. Only one has died of the natural fmallpox; twelve were inoculated in Chefter, during this year, and all recovered. In order to determine the uti lity of inoculation, it is neceflary to afcertain, by an in tuition of fails, to what proportion of thofe who are infedted, this difeafe is fatal in the natural way. I have re ceived a very authentic account of the following fail, which is perhaps the more curious and inftrudlive, as no medical prailitioner whatever vifited any oi the patients during the whole difeafe: at Kelfall and Alhton, two fmall Chelhire villages in this part of the county, on an eminence of a dry ablorbent fand rock, 69 perfbns have had the fmall-pox during the laft feven months; of whom 12 have died, that is, 1 in 5 and 3~4ths. In con firmation of laft year's obfervation it is proper to remark, that between the ages of 15 and 50, more have died of confumptions this year, than of all other difeafes. The Hid table fhews, at one view, what difeafes were molt fatal in each month.
